
125

S o c i a l  C o m m i t m e n t

125
125

S o c i a l  C o m m i t m e n t

Social Commitment
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“Wherever we are in the 
world as a company, 
we want to be a good 
neighbor. The bar is a 
high one: We want to 
create added value 
through our commitment 
and contribute to the 
sustainability of society.”
 Gerhard Ohler

CEO Greiner Extrusion Group GmbH
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Success and profi t as well as responsibility and 
commitment – for us as a company, these 
are two sides of the same coin. We fi rmly believe 
that our entrepreneurial success is immovably 
linked to strong communities and a functioning 
society off ering equal opportunities. That is why 
in 2018, we supported 261 projects and initiatives 
worldwide with donations and sponsoring.
Our commitment for social cohesion and for 
people in need is fi rmly established in our
system of values and in our corporate culture.
We want to be more than just a reliable
employer. This has been the case for the last 
150 years and will also continue to be so in the 
future. This historical obligation is respected
by our owners but also by our employees and 
business partners. We are proud of that.

We want to be a reliable partner for the cities 
and municipalities that we are part of as a 
group. Our vision: to be a successful company 
and improve people’s lives worldwide. The UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are the 
higher-level framework that we have in focus 

and that we want to contribute to as a
company. The projects and initiatives that we 
support aim to bring about permanent and 
sustainable changes in society. We want to pro-
mote measurable positive changes and have 
defi ned clear criteria for partner organizations in 
order to ensure credibility, expertise and added 
value. In general, we are active where we see 
a link to our core business. In the following, we 
present some of the latest partnerships that
we have made and in the course of which we 
are active worldwide. This is only an excerpt. 

GRI 102-12, GRI 103-1, GRI 103-2
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More than just 
an employer –
a good neighbor

Gerhard Ohler
CEO Greiner Extrusion Group GmbH
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Interview with Gerhard Ohler

Mr. Ohler, what is the motivation behind 
your social commitment at Greiner?
Our self-image is to be a meaningful 
company that is part of a sustainable society. 
We in management, but also our owners, 
attach great importance to this. We do not 
turn a blind eye to the social and ecological 
problems in the world. Social commitment 
therefore has a long tradition at Greiner. 
Wherever we are in the world as a company, 
we want to be a good neighbor. The bar is 
a high one: We want to create added value 
through our commitment – we want to 
contribute to sustainability. No more and no less! 

What factors determine 
social commitment at Greiner?
There are very many and very different  
possibilities to be active as a company. 
We have defined a very clear framework for 
our commitment. It is important for us that 
we only promote credible and transparent 
organizations and work with partners of 
integrity. For us, it is also relevant that there 
is a certain proximity to our core business. 
That is because the commitment of companies 
is only authentic if it is associated with 
the company itself. In addition, we also 
always pay very close attention to what 
positive effect the projects and organizations 
supported by us generate. 

What does the commitment 
at Greiner look like specifically?
The majority of our commitment is comprised 
of donations and sponsoring. A minor part of it 
is donations in kind. Overall, we are increasingly 
trying to contribute a broad range of resources 
and instruments in social partnerships. 
In addition to financial support, know-how, 
free company services, logistics or contacts 
are growing in importance. In addition to 
partnerships at local level that take up local 
topics, we are also active in the area of global, 
higher-level sociopolitical challenges. 
Problems such as climate change but also 
pollution of the seas cannot be solved locally. 
That is why all Greiner divisions have developed 
strategic partnerships that tackle the major 
challenges of our time.

Where does assistance start, 
where does it stop?
Social commitment is a very individual matter. 
We encourage all our sites worldwide to make 
a contribution in their community and to be 
a good neighbor. My experience is that this 
is perceived very positively. Because as a 
company, you are more than just an employer 
today. Our aspiration is to make a contribution 
beyond this. However, it is also clear to us 
that we will not solve all problems with it. 
No company meets this aspiration on its own.

Strong shoulders can 
carry more. Successful 
companies therefore have 
the moral obligation to 
take on social responsibility.  
Social commitment that 
contributes to promoting 
a sustainable society 
must be the benchmark. 
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Global 
challenges –
global 
partnerships

In 2015, the member states of the 
United Nations adopted goals for 
sustainable development. The vision: 
An economic, social and ecological 
transformation of the world.
The UN Sustainable Development 
Goals are therefore also the guiding
principle for us. In each division,
we have therefore established
a development partnership that 
aims to contribute to achieving
the UN goals.
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reusable material. The goal is to reduce the
volume of plastic waste in the environment and 
at the same time alleviate poverty in develop-
ing countries. The organization has created
collection points where people can swap
plastic waste for money, services or products. 
Plastic Bank sells the collected plastic waste
to companies. These companies in turn use it
to make new products: A closed loop is created. 
Greiner Packaging and Plastic Bank pooled 
their resources in 2019 and set up a collection 
center for plastic waste on the Pasig river in
the Philippines. The new collection point aims
to prevent 165,000 kilograms of plastic from
the Pasig and its tributaries entering the ocean.
At the same time, the project supports the local 
municipalities in the river area and constitutes
a source of income for informal collectors and 
junk shops. 

Global 
challenges –
global 
partnerships

Pollution of the oceans is not acceptable and is 
one of the most important ecological challenges
of our time. Plastic waste in particular contributes
to the pollution of the oceans. Primarily in densely
populated Asia, a massively high infl ux of waste 
into the seas can be seen due to the lack of 
disposal systems. The Philippines are classifi ed 
by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation as the 
world’s third-largest plastic polluter after China 
and Indonesia. They contribute to the global 
plastic problem with almost 2,000,000 tons of 
plastic waste that is incorrectly disposed of 
every year. Experts estimate that 63,700 tons of 
plastic reach the ocean via the Pasig river alone 
every year. While regular cleaning activities 
along the river off er a response, this is only of 
a short-term nature. It is vital to systematically 
counter the causes of pollution and to tackle 
the problem at its root.

Greiner Packaging is therefore collaborating 
with Plastic Bank – an organization that was 
established in 2013. The idea is a simple one: 
They want to convert plastic waste into a

Combating pollution
of the oceans

Greiner Packaging
together with Plastic Bank 
is taking action against 
pollution of the oceans.
The picture shows as
a symbol a collection
center at the City of
Naga (Philippines).

Greiner Packaging
together with Plastic Bank 
is taking action against 
pollution of the oceans.
The picture shows as
a symbol a collection
center at the City of
Naga (Philippines).
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All people on the planet share a desire for 
health. Over the last three decades, progress 
has been achieved worldwide regarding im-
provement to the health of hundreds of millions 
of people. Life expectancy has risen worldwide, 
infant mortality has fallen, and great successes 
have been achieved in combating illnesses 
such as tuberculosis or malaria. Progress has 
undoubtedly been made, but some regions still 
suff er from high maternal and child mortality,
a high HIV rate and a constant burden caused 
by communicable and non-communicable 
illnesses. The support of people in need of 
protection and ensuring that billions of people 
receive better access to medical care is of 
decisive importance for our future. At Greiner 
Bio-One, we therefore see it as our task to make 
a fundamental contribution to people’s health 
and to promote safety in the health sector.
For this purpose, we entered into a project
partnership with the Swiss Red Cross in 2019.
The organization is part of the International

Supporting
the health
of people in
crisis regions

Red Cross and Red Crescent, which works with 
191 national associations in the humanitarian 
sector – both in acute emergency situations 
(disaster aid) and in continuous development 
cooperation. Within the framework of the part-
nership, Greiner Bio-One is supporting a project 
of the Swiss Red Cross in which the focus is on 
the provision of safe blood reserves for Syrian 
refugees and the general public in Lebanon.
In order to comprehensively guarantee this vital 
service with good quality and maximum safety 
against illnesses, the existing blood reserves 
system is being modernized. The population is 
being sensitized to donate blood voluntarily 
through promotions and mobile blood donation 
activities in the direct vicinity. Parallel to this, 
employees of the blood transfusion centers
are receiving training and further education
and are given a safe working environment with
modern laboratory equipment. By supporting 
this project, Greiner Bio-One wants to contribute
to strengthening the blood donation service lo-
cally and thus improve people’s lives in Lebanon.

Greiner Bio-One
supports the
Swiss Red Cross in
modernization of the 
blood donor service 
and a safe supply
of blood products
in Lebanon.
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Greiner Foam partner, atmosfair, 
contributes to the reduction in 
emissions in Africa by using solar 
technology among other things.

In its latest report from 2018, the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
once again pointed out that climate change 
is one of the biggest challenges in the history 
of mankind. Although there are contentious 
debates on how to respond to global warming 
politically in the individual countries, it is clear 
to leading scientists: Global CO2 emissions have 
to be drastically reduced by 2050 in order to 
avoid catastrophic consequences for human 
civilization. That way we could manage to keep 
the average rise in global temperatures to less 
than 2 °C. Although the reduction of CO2 will 
be a decisive strategy, the compensation of 
emissions constitutes another important pillar in 
a multi-layered approach.

At Greiner, we pay close attention to our vol-
ume of emissions and have taken measures to 
reduce it. In order to reduce emissions, Greiner 
Foam has entered into a partnership with the 
non-profi t organization atmosfair.

The organization off ers to compensate for 
emissions that are caused by travel, and has 
specialized in particular in the eff ect that fl ying 
has on the climate. Consumers can calculate 
the volume of carbon dioxide produced by a 
trip. The customer can then donate the amount 
that is required to compensate the calculated 
emissions to climate protection projects. 

One of these projects that atmosfair is sup-
porting together with Greiner Foam is located 
in Lesotho - one of the poorest countries in 
the world. Most households in Lesotho are not 
connected to the public electricity grid and 
therefore do not have any access to electricity. 
The majority of the people are dependent on 
candles and paraffi  n lamps that emit harmful 
carbon monoxide, which constitutes a massive 
health risk for the people. atmosfair is there-
fore collaborating with Solar Lights and off ers 
households access to solar lamps and solar 
home systems. This is not only benefi cial for the 
climate but also for the population’s health.

Reducing
emissions
& increasing 
quality of life

At Greiner, we pay close attention to our vol-
ume of emissions and have taken measures to 
reduce it. In order to reduce emissions, Greiner 
Foam has entered into a partnership with the 
non-profi t organization atmosfair.non-profi t organization 
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In the night of March 15, 2019, Mozambique was 
hit by cyclone Idai with gusts of wind of up to 
160 kilometers an hour. This brought meter-high 
tsunamis and extreme volumes of rain and 
resulted in one of the worst natural disasters 
in Mozambique’s more recent history. The conse-
quences were disastrous. More than 100,000 
houses destroyed, more than 600 people killed 
and 1,600 people injured in the region: that is 
the cyclone’s sad result. The need for clean
water, sanitation facilities and medical care
was considerable after the natural disaster.
In addition to the spread of malaria and
diarrhea illnesses, it was highly contagious
cholera which gave particular cause for 
concern. There were quickly more than 3,000 
confi rmed cases. The work of the helpers was 
therefore a race against time. Greiner Extrusion 
has therefore been supporting the emergency 
aid activities of the Red Cross in Mozambique 
since 2019. In addition to the United Nations
and state authorities, the Red Cross is one of 
the largest operational aid organizations in

Helping people in need
in Mozambique

the country and is operating with seven rapid 
response teams and hundreds of volunteers 
from the Mozambique Red Cross. In order to 
prevent the worst, vaccination campaigns were 
carried out, and the Red Cross put numerous 
stations into operation where cholera patients 
received a salty drinkable solution for rehydra-
tion. The Red Cross helpers worked tirelessly to 
set up sanitation facilities, supply drinking water 
and combat disease carriers for 20,000 people. 
The focus was also on supplying hygiene prod-
ucts to the people and providing information 
to the population to reduce the spread of 
diseases. The region is also threatened by a 
food shortage as a result of the destruction of 
715,000 hectares of grain fi elds caused by the 
water. As a result of the climate phenomenon
El Niño, an extreme drought is to be expected
in the course of the year. 

Greiner Extrusion is
supporting the emergency 
aid activities of the
Red Cross in Mozambique.

Greiner Extrusion is
supporting the emergency 
aid activities of the
Red Cross in Mozambique.
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Think 
Global – 
Act
Local 
At Greiner, we want to
help shape the future and 
above all ensure that our 
neighborhood is a place full 
of opportunities. Through the 
local commitment of nearly 
all our locations, we want to 
contribute to a prospering 
community. 

Dungannon
(Northern Ireland)

“We assume responsibility for the society
in which we are active every day.”
The Northern Ireland Greiner Packaging site in
Dungannon has taken this guiding principle to 
heart. A charity committee has therefore been 
set up with numerous volunteers, which has 
made it its goal to collect a total of 30,000 
pounds for charitable purposes by 2020. In an 
employee survey, the Niamh Louise Foundation 
was voted “Charity of the Year”. The organiza-
tion provides comfort and support to relatives 
after a suicide. The employees’ goal was to
collect a total of 10,000 pounds for the project. 
The result achieved was to be increased by 
another 10,000 pounds from the company at 
the end of the year. In order to reach the target 
amount, numerous activities were carried
out ranging from selling cakes and holding 
raffl  es, sweepstakes, competitions and street 
collections, up to participation in marathons. 
Through the commitment of the many helpers, 
20,000 pounds were indeed handed over to
the Foundation at the end of 2018.



136

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  R e p o r t  2 0 1 8

Monroe
(USA)

In the USA, there are more vacancies 
than candidates in the areas of 
manufacturing, IT, natural science 
and technology (MINT). In 2018,
an estimated 2.4 million MINT jobs 
could not be fi lled. Together with 
other companies, Greiner Bio-One
is trying to combat this problem
and is therefore participating in the 
so-called Manufacturing Awareness
Week. This awareness initiative is 
organized by the Union County
(North Carolina) Chamber of Com-
merce. The joint goal is to promote 
understanding for the economic
importance of manufacturing
companies in the United States.
In addition, pupils are to be inspired 
by MINT careers. In addition to 
fi nancial support of the initiative, 
Greiner Bio-One employees visit 
local schools on a voluntary basis 
in order to talk about the company 
and its history. In addition, within
the framework of a factory tour, 
Greiner Bio-One opens its doors to 
give pupils insight into the actual
manufacturing of products and
possible career paths. 

Nýrsko
(Czech Republic)

Children are our future. Greiner 
PURTEC and Greiner aerospace 
therefore support DDM Nýrsko,
a non-government organization 
that operates a recreation center
for children and young people.
The recreation center off ers a broad 
range of courses and events.
The goal is to carry out recreational 
activities in the region on a regular 
basis. Among others, sports groups 
for ballet, gymnastics, stamina
training and karate are off ered.
The artistic development of children 
and young people is also supported, 
for instance, through courses in 
drawing, pottery, handicraft tech-
niques or theater. Greiner PURTEC 
and Greiner aerospace are support-
ing the organization with donations, 
but also with sponsoring by
advertising at events in the “House 
of Children and Young People” of 
DDM and displaying the corporate 
logo on the posters. Donations in 
kind are also frequently handed 
over. In 2018 – to mark the 150th 
anniversary of Greiner – a children’s 
program was also planned, devel-
oped and implemented together 
with the organization.

Meadville
(USA)

A good education is the basis 
for a successful life and the de-
velopment of our society. Greiner 
Extrusion therefore supports various 
educational facilities worldwide 
that are directed at young people. 
For instance, Greiner Extrusion is 
supporting the “Junior Achievement” 
project in Meadville (Pennsylvania). 
This provides young people with 
the knowledge and skills that they 
need in order to safeguard their 
fi nancial success, plan their future 
and make intelligent academic and 
fi nancial  decisions. Another orga-
nization is the Ken Kull Scholarship 
Fund. The fund has been set up to 
provide scholarships for the resi-
dents of Crawford County in order 
to further develop their training in 
the area of tool and moldmaking 
or plastic injection molding. In the 
Czech Republic, Greiner Extrusion 
also provides fi nancial support to 
the technical secondary school 
for mechanical engineering. In this 
way, training of young technicians in 
the region is supported and at the 
same time, potential young talent is 
secured for the company.
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In dialog with
industry partners 
& science 
In a complex world, solutions
require collaboration with diverse
players. We therefore seek a
dialog with industry partners and
scientifi c institutions and work
closely with others in associations.
In the following, we show a number
of initiatives that off er answers to
future questions in a special way. 

GRI 102-12, GRI 102-13 
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The Ellen MacArthur Foundation is a non-profi t 
organization that was launched in 2010.
The Foundation was set up to accelerate the 
transition to a circular economy. Collaboration 
along the value chain in order to develop ca-
pacities, explore possibilities of collaboration 
and develop circular business initiatives, is the 
centerpiece of the Foundation. All this is being 
done against the background that experts 
estimate that by 2050 there will be more plastic 
than fi sh in the seas, if our usage and disposal 
of plastics is not questioned. At the end of 2018, 
more than 250 leading companies undertook to 
expedite another way of dealing with plastics – 
and Greiner was among them. The heart of the 
so-called Global Commitment is the vision of
a circular economy for plastics in which the
latter never become waste. Greiner is also a 
proud partner of the New Plastics Economy.
Every signatory formally advocates the vision 
and the need to work towards it.

Ellen MacArthur
Foundation

The global economy is undergoing change. 
Digital technologies are becoming ever more 
important. In 2018, the starting signal was 
therefore given at Johannes Kepler University 
(JKU) in Linz (Austria) for the Austrian LIT Factory 
pilot factory. This is a test laboratory in which 
domestic companies can research innovative 
process technologies. The goal is to develop 
materials for new purposes. Starting in mid-2019, 
for instance, lightweight components made of 
plastic are to be developed for cars, which will 
connect the engine with the chassis instead 
of steel. There are other research projects in 
the areas of production technology, medical 
technology, mechanical engineering as well as 
construction and recycling technology. Together 
with 23 other companies, Greiner is supporting 
the LIT Factory. Located in the southwest of the 
JKU campus, the development of new technolo-
gies will be pushed forward on three stories
and on an area of around 7,000 square meters.
The LIT Factory sees itself as a learning, teach-
ing and research factory and gives interdis-
ciplinary research teams space for the smart 
process production of the future.

LIT Factory 

(worldwide)

(Austria) 
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The goal of klimaaktiv pakt2020 is for a
company to take climate protection into 
consideration in its own operational process. 
Greiner Packaging is a partner of the klimaaktiv 
pakt2020 initiative. This climate pact brings 
leading large companies in Austria together 
who have undertaken to reduce their emissions 
of greenhouse gases, to increase their own
energy effi  ciency and to advance the percent-
age of renewable energies. The implementation 
follows a holistic approach. A broad package
of measures is to result in the intended goals 
being reached overall. At Greiner, we take the 
following fi ve areas into account in our energy 
management: energy saving and energy
effi  ciency, construction and refurbishment,
mobility, renewable energy carriers and renew-
able resources. Under the pact, progressive 
Austrian companies are active as pioneers for
a sustainable future and thus become beacons 
of corporate climate protection.

klimaaktiv 
pakt2020

Greiner Packaging is a founding member of
the UK Plastics Pact. With this unique initiative, 
the United Kingdom is taking over global
leadership in the changeover from a plastics 
economy to a circular economy. At the same 
time, environmental pollution by plastic waste
is actively combated. With its branch in Dun-
gannon (Northern Ireland), Greiner Packaging 
was one of the fi rst companies – and only one 
of two packaging companies worldwide – to 
sign the Plastics Pact. The kick-off  for the initia-
tive was in May 2018. In addition to Greiner,
other renowned companies along the value 
chain are also on board.  Firstly, disposable 
plastics are to be eliminated as far as possible 
via redesigns, innovations or alternatives, and 
secondly, the aim is to ensure that plastic pack-
aging is reusable, recyclable or compostable. 
In addition, collection and recycling of plastic 
packaging is to be improved and the recycling 
percentage in plastic packaging increased.

UK Plastics Pact(Austria) 

(United Kingdom)
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